Church of the
at1v1ty
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost | Proper 23

8:30 am and 10:30 am * October 11, 2026

Abbreviations: BCP Book of Common Prayer | CG A Child’s Guide to the
Holy Eucharist

(In celebration of our Women's Retreat, today’s hymns feature texts or music by
women. We are grateful to Jason Pace and Waltye Rasulala for belping extend
the spirit of the retreat into today’s worship.)

THE PRELUDE

Partita on Bunessen J. Behnke
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN

8. Morning Has Broken Bunessan
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP355|CG3

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your Holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE SONG OF PRAISE

8:30  Gloria (Spoken) BCP 356 |CG5
10:30  $280. Glory to God in the Highest R. Powell



THE WORD OF GOD
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may
continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

THE CHILDREN’S HOMILY

After the bomily, the children aged 3-11 are invited to process out for Christian
Formation time in Curry Hall, Room 201. They will return at the Peace.

THE FIrsT LESSON Exodus 32:1-14

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain,
the people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for
us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out
of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” Aaron said
to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons,
and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the
gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold
from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said,
“These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.”

They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought
sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up
to revel. The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been

quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for

2



themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and
said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!”” The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked
they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and
I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”

But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians
say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your
people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore
to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants
like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to
your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.”” And the Lord changed
his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

THE PsaLMm

Psalm 106:1-6, 47-48
Confitemini Domino, Et fecerunt vitulum

1 Hallelujah!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his mercy endures for ever.

2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord
or show forth all his praise?

3 Happy are those who act with justice
and always do what is right!

4 Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people,
and visit me with your saving help;



S That I may see the prosperity of your elect
and be glad with the gladness of your people,

that I may glory with your inheritance.

6 We have sinned as our forebears did;
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.

47 Save us, LORD our God, and gather us from the nations, that we
may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise.

48 Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to
everlasting. Let all the people say, “Amen!” Praise the LORD.

THE SECOND LESSON Philippians 4:1-9

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes,
and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the
rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Please stand, as you are able.



THE SEQUENCE HYmMN

Coming Together for Wine and for Bread Sally Ann Morris
(see page 11)
TuE HorLy GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-14

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.
He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet,
but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who
have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding
banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another
to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed
them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers,
and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but
those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the
streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the
wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who
was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get
in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said
to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are
called, but few are chosen.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.



THE SERMON The Rev. Ryan Parker
Please stand, as you are able.

THE NICENE CREED BCP 358 | CG9

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of all that was, and is, and is to come we pray this morning for
communities of faith the world over. Inspire us to hear your word, to do your
work, and to see your hand at work in the world around us.

This we pray, Hear us Lord.

Jesus, Child of God, reminds us that we are also God’s children. Help us to
see your face in the face of friend and stranger, foreigner and outcast,
prisoners and enemies, and to turn away from fear, anger and resentment and
towards love, joy and hope.

This we pray, Hear us Lord.

Holy Spirit, breath of God, we invite you into our lives and our hearts and
into this community at Church of the Nativity. Enliven us, Inspire us, and
strengthen us for the doing of your work.

This we pray, Hear us Lord.

Triune God, Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, we pray for this nation, and
for all nations, that struggles and divisions may cease, that war and conflict
may be brought to an end, and that our leaders may see the world through
your eyes, be agents of your love, and architects of your joy.

This we pray, Hear us Lord.

We pray for those in our community who are sick, struggling or in need,
including Alice, Barry, Betty, Bill, Catherine, Chuck, Diane, Eva, Jan, Jane,
Liz, Maxine, Nancy, Nancy, Remmy, Sandy, Tom, Matthew + Mary, Shari,
Nathan, Carl, Margaret, Ellen, John, Jim, and those we now name.



This we pray, Hear us Lord.

We pray for our families and friends including Caline, Danielle, Denise,
Evonne, Gemma, Hannah, Heather, John, Joseph, Kate, Keili, Kenny,
Leeann, Lois, Lori, Margaret, Moira, Nathan, Renee, Rosalie, Roy, Sandy,
Sandy, Sara, Shannon, Stephanie, John, Sarah, Mel, John, Lake, Randy,
Annabelle, Urs. For those expecting a child, Adam and Sarah. For those
recently born, including Isaac Andrew, child of Taylor and Drew. We pray
for those we now name.

This we pray, Hear us Lord.

We pray also for those who have died, that they may find rest in your eternal
Kingdom, especially Sandy Linthicum.

This we pray, Hear us Lord.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Christ’s Beloved Community,
Winston-Salem; St. Anne’s, Winston-Salem; St. Paul’s, Winston-Salem.

In the Anglican Communion cycle of prayer, we pray for The Anglican
Church of Burundi.

In the Armed Forces and Federal Ministries cycle of prayer, we pray for our
chaplains, military members, their families, all our Navy service members on
their 251st birthday, and those serving in the Pacific at Camp Humpbhreys,
Kadena Air Base, Yokota Air Base, Naval Base Guam, and Osan Air Base.

This we pray, Hear us Lord.

The celebrant adds a concluding collect.



THE CONFESSION

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE PEACE

THE HoLy COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY
Draw Us In the Spirit's Tether H. Friedell

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; for when humbly, in your name,
Two or three are met together, you are in the midst of them:
Alleluya! Alleluya! Touch we now your garment’s hem.

As disciples used to gather in the name of Christ to sup,
Then with thanks to God the giver break the bread and bless the cup:
Alleluya! Alleluya! So bind our friendship up.

All our meals and all our living make us sacraments of you,
that by caring, helping, giving we may be disciples true.

Alleluya! Alleluya! We will serve with faith anew!

THE DoxoLoGy
380. Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow Old 100th

Please stand, as you are able.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361 |CG 17



SANCTUS

$125. Holy, Holy, Holy Lord R. Proulx
THE LorD’s PRAYER: Traditional Version BCP 364 | CG 23
THE FRACTION ANTHEM (spoken) BCP 364 | CG 23

Tue CoMMUNION HYMNS

$155. Christ our Passover G. Near
Take, O Take Me as I Am (5ee page 12) J. Bell
Eat This Bread (sce page 13) J. Berthier
Ubi Caritas (see page 14) J. Berthier
Bless the Lord (see page 14) J. Berthier

Please stand, as you are able.
THE PostT COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365 | CG 25

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these
holy gifts that those to whom you go may share with us in the
communion of Christ's body and blood.

People ‘We who are many are one body, because we all share one
bread, one cup. Amen.



THE BLESSING

TuE FinaL Hymn

490. I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Houston

THE DisMISSAL

The Deacon, or Celebrant, dismisses the People, and the People respond:
Thanks be to God.

THE POSTLUDE

Jig on Bunessan J- Behnke
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Coming Together for Wine and for Bread
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Tune: © 2009, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: © 2009, GIA Publications, Inc.
Used by Permission OneLicense #A-723867
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Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am
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Eat This Bread
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Ubi Caritas
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CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY VESTRY 2026

W ARDENS HanNaH HARRIS (SENTOR), RANDY R. SMITH (JUNIOR)

MEMBERS EMILY JIVIDEN, YVETTE SMITH, ROBERT JOINES, LiLLIS WARD,
ScoTT BEAVER, SAM WESONGA, JiM INGRAM

OFFICERS B SENA (TREASURER), SUSAN KELLEY (REGISTRAR)
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Church of the Nativity

A Parish of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina
8849 Ray Road, Raleigh, NC 27613 | 919-846-8338

CLERGY AND STAFF

The Rev. Dr. Grey Maggiano
The Rev. George Ardrey-Black
The Rev. Ryan Parker

Rector
Priest Associate
Priest Associate

Sarah O’Connor  Interim Lay Associate for Christian
Formation
Christopher Curbelo  Interim Lay Associate for
Communications and Administration
JasonPace  Choirmaster and Organist
Monique Holmes Business Manager
Eva Warren ~ Nursery Attendant
Robert Krahel ~ Sexton
Scan this QR code to fill

out a welcome card, give
online, and more.

We thank the following people for their service today

PREACHER
CELEBRANT
MusICIANS
LECTORS

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

TORCHES
CRUCIFER
ArraR GUILD
ArTAR FLOWERS
LivESTREAM TECHNICIAN
USHER
VESTRY REPRESENTATIVE

The Rev. Ryan Parker

The Rev. Ryan Parker

The Nativity Choir

Viola Baldwin, Rene Garces, Anne
Ramirez, Julian McKimmon

Helen Armstrong, David Nason, Yvette
Smith

Hannah Parker, Morgan Smith

Marion Youngblood

Susan Jordan, Paul Valeri, Brian Fentress
Emily Phillips

Keith Heikkinen

Ethan Phillips

Lillis Ward



