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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two  
The Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2025 at 9 pm 
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The Pre -service Music ( Beginning at 8:30 pm) 

Highland Cathedral Ulrich Roever and Michael Korb  
Ding Dong, Merrily on High! English Traditional Carol 
The Holly and the Ivy English Traditional Carol
 St. Day Carol English Traditional Carol 
O Christmas Tree German Traditional Carol 
Come, Ye Shepherds  German Traditional Carol 
The Twelve Days of Christmas English Traditional Carol 
On Christmas Nigh English Traditional Carol 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Prologue of John  John 1: 1–14 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in 
the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being  in him was life, and the life was the light of all peo-
ple.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might be-
lieve through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world came 
into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God,  who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

Welcome to Church of the Nativity! We are so glad that you have come to join us in celebrating 
the birth of Christ. Everything you need to participate in tonight's service is in this bulletin. If you 
are a visitor, we would love for you to fill out a welcome card, which you can find in the pew rack in 
front of you; you can drop the completed card in the offering plate, or hand it to an usher on your 
way out. All are welcome to receive communion — it is Christ ’s table, and at Christ’s table all are 
welcome. If you don’t want to receive communion, you are welcome to still come forward and 
receive a blessing; you can indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. 
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The Processional Hymn:   

       102. Once in Royal David’s City (sung by all) Irby 

       (First verse solo, acapella, choir and congregation join in on second verse, procession begins)  

       (See next page for music.)  
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The Lighting of the Advent Wreath  

Leader We light this candle to remember God's promise of hope. This Advent, Paul reminded 
 us that the day of the Lord is near, calling us to live with hope, integrity, and faith. 
 Hope can mean something we wish for, like a dream or a desire. But it can also mean 
 trusting with confidence in the certainty of God's promises.  
People Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Leader We light this candle to remember God's gift of peace. The prophet Isaiah reminded us 
 of God’s promise of a peaceful kingdom, where justice reigns, and all creation lives in 
 harmony. Peace can mean the absence of conflict, but it also means being still in our 
 hearts, resting in the assurance of God's presence.  
People Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Leader We light this candle to celebrate God's joy in our hearts. The psalmist reminded us that 
 our joy is found in trusting the Lord, who brings justice, compassion, and hope.. Joy 
 can mean happiness, a momentary delight. But it can also mean abiding contentment, 
 rooted in the deep understanding of God's love and the dignity of every human being.  
People Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Leader We light this candle to share God's great love with the world. Matthew reminded us 
 that Jesus is Emmanuel, “God with us,” born through God’s saving love. Love can 
mean  affection or a warm feeling, but it is also an active choice—selfless, enduring, and 
 demonstrated in acts of kindness and grace.  
People Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Leader Tonight, we light the Christ Candle to celebrate the arrival of Jesus. The Gospel of 
 Luke tells us of angels proclaiming the good news: "To you is born this day in the city 
 of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord." The light of Christ reminds us that  
 Jesus brings hope, peace, joy, and God’s love into the world. This light is not just a 
 guide in darkness but also a source of life.  
People Come, Lord Jesus, and be our guest this night. Amen.   
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The Opening Hymn:   

        83. O come, all ye faithful (sung by all) Adeste fideles 
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The Word of God  
 

The Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Song of Praise:   
        96. Angels we have heard on high (sung by all) Gloria 
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The Collect of the Day  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson  Isaiah 9:2–7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep dark-
ness-- on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,  as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke 
of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,  the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as 
on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; au-
thority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with right-
eousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual:   

89.  It came upon the midnight clear (sung by all) Carol 
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The Second Lesson  Titus 2:11–14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 
for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sequence Hymn:  

87. Hark! the Herald Angels Sing (sung by all) Mendelssohn 

       (See next page for music.)  

 

 

Sanctus  (sung by all) In dulci jubilo 
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The Holy Gospel  Luke 2:1–20  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of Da-
vid. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, prais-
ing God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they 
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them 
in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them.  

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon   The Rev. Grey Maggiano 
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The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Be-
ing with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People  

As we continue along the path of the Savior’s birth, we gather in Bethlehem to celebrate Christ’s 
arrival. We lift up our prayers for peace and goodwill, saying, Incarnate God, hear our prayer. 

May the universal church, especially the members of this congregation, be like the Angels herald-
ing the birth of Christ, and proclaim the inclusive love and exuberant grace of God to the world. 
Incarnate God, hear our prayer. 

May those who suffer in mind, body, and spirit be like Elizabeth and find healing and joy infusing 
their bodies and souls in unexpected ways. Incarnate God, hear our prayer. 

May we be like the shepherds keeping watch over their flocks, ready to leap into action, as we offer 
our care and compassion for a hurting and worried world. Incarnate God, hear our prayer. 

May we be like Zachariah and allow God’s hand to cover our mouths when it is best that we not 
speak, and instead listen and pray. Incarnate God, hear our prayer. 

May we be like Joseph and dream of a just and equitable creation, a dream that sees the presence of 
the incarnate God in all things, and in our dreams, invites us to be a part of the new creation. In-
carnate God, hear our prayer.  

May we be like Mary, trusting in God’s providence, leading by word and example, lifting up the 
lowly, filling the hungry with good things, and toppling towers of injustice. Incarnate God, hear 
our prayer.  
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May we, like the wise men, seek light, follow the star and not be afraid of where the Holy Spirit is 
calling us in the year ahead. Incarnate God, hear our prayer.  
 

The Peace  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion  
 

The Offertory Anthem:         

        Pat-A-Pan   The Nativity Ringers 
 

The Hymn at the Presentation of the Gifts  

        115. What Child is this, who, laid to rest (sung by all) Greensleeves 
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 The Great Thanksgiving:  Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the 
Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be 
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus   

S128. Holy, holy, holy     Mathias 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incar-
nate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered 
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacra-
ment of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacri-
fice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of 
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through  Je-
sus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  Al-
mighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord ’s Prayer: Traditional Language 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.   
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Music During Communion  

 

109. The first Nowell the angel did say The First Nowell 

 

112. In the bleak midwinter Words: Christina Rossetti 
 Music: Gustav Holst, arr. Robert Lau 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; Snow 
had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, In the bleak midwinter, long ago. Heaven cannot hold 
Him, nor earth sustain; Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign. In the bleak 
midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. Angels and archangels may 
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have gathered there, Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; But His mother only, in her maid-
en bliss, Worshipped the beloved with a kiss. What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shep-
herd, I would bring a lamb; If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; Yet what I can I give Him: 
give my heart. 
 

92. On this day the earth shall ring (sung by all) Personent Hodie 

 

The Lighting of the Nativity Candles  

The altar party will light their candles from the Christ Candle. Two light-bearers will bring the light 
down the center aisle; the persons sitting on the center aisle will pass the light down their row as we sing 
Silent Night. 
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The Post -Communion Hymn:  

       111. Silent Night (sung by all) Stille Nacht 

 

The Post -Communion Prayer  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing  
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The Processional Hymn:  

       100.  Joy to the world (sung by all) Antioch 

 

The Dismissal  

        The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the People, and the People respond:  

        Thanks be to God. Alleluja. 

 

The Voluntary:  

        La Réjouissance & Joy to the World  George Frederich Handel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We thank the following for their participation in this evening’s service: 

 Celebrant & Preacher  The Rev. Grey Maggiano 
 Deacon  George Black 
 Lectors  Kate Mohan, Joan Parente, Kyle West 
 Lay Eucharistic Ministers  Helen Armstrong, Jeremy Clos 
Organist and Choirmaster  Christian Schoen 
 Musicians  The Nativity Choir 
  The Nativity Ringers 
  Harlan Hagge, trumpet 
  Daniel Knapp, bagpipes  
  Megan Douglas, cello 
 Banner  Beatrice Tarry  
 Crucifer  Kate Mohan 
 Torches  Morgan Smith, Raylan Neece 
 Altar Guild   The Nativity Altar Guild, Ailsa Tessier 
 Flowers  The Nativity Flower Guild 
 Livestream Technician  Rick Burts 
 Vestry Representative  Sarah O’Connor 

Quick Links  

Scan this QR code for online donations, 

current signups, quick info, and more. 

Church of the Nativity 

A Parish of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina  

8849 Ray Road, Raleigh, NC 27613     919-846-8338 

 

Clergy and Staff  

 The Rev. Grey Maggiano Rector 
 The Rev. George Black Curate 
 The Rev. Ryan Parker Priest Associate 
 Jeremy Clos Lay Associate for Christian Formation 
 Christian Schoen Organist and Choirmaster 
 Josh Anderson Lay Associate for Communications 
  and Administration 
 Kate Mohan Diaconate Discernment Intern 
 Monique Holmes Business Manager 
 Eva Warren Nursery Attendant 
 Robert Krahel Sexton 


