@ Church of the
Nativity
A SERVICE OF HOPE AND HEALING
7 pm e December 16,2025

ABBREVIATIONS: BCP Book of Common Prayer | CG A Child’s Guide to the Holy
Eucharist | LEVAS II Lift Every Voice and Sing IT | WLP Wonder, Love and Praise

THE PRELUDE: Eventide Sketch Melanie Arcadia

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN:
645. The king of love my shepherd is St. Columba

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
People And also with you.

THE WORD OF GOD

THE COLLECTS
Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Gracious God, we commend to your loving care all who suffer, especially those who
come here seeking your healing grace for themselves or others. Give them patience
and hope in their distress; strengthen and uphold them in mind and body; and
grant, by your intervention, that all your people may be made whole according to
your desire, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



THE FIRST LESSON Isaiah 11:1-3

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what

his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear.

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

PsaLm 23. Dominus regit me

1 The Lord is my shepherd; *

I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

THE SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
the God of all consolation, 4 who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be
able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we
ourselves are consoled by God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant
for us, so also our consolation is abundant through Christ. If we are being afflicted,
it is for your consolation and salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your
consolation, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings
that we are also suffering. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you
share in our sufferings, so also you share in our consolation.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.



THE SEQUENCE HYMN:
662. Abide with me Eventide

THE HorLy GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-10

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed are
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ‘Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted. ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
carth. ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled. ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. ‘Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they will see God. ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God. ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

TuE HoMILY The Rev. Grey Maggiano

A LITANY FOR HEALING

THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE

Leader The first candle we light to remember those persons whom we have
loved and lost. We pause to remember their name, their voice, their face, the
memory that binds them to us in this season. We hold them before God, giving
thanks for their life in ours.

Please take a moment to remember those who have died. I invite youto name them,
aloud or in the silence of your hearts.

All Lord, each of us takes our loved one by the hand and leads them to
you, the God of love. Here, we present them to you. Accept our love and
thanksgiving as we entrust them to your loving care. We want our loved ones to
be free at home with you. We ask that you save a place for us beside them. We
ask that you fill us with motivation and energy in the days ahead when we feel
like giving up; remind us often of our true homeland when we are caught up in
the desolation of the journey. Help us to find joy in the people, events and the
beauty of nature which surrounds us.



We thank you for the gift each of these people has been in our lives. We want to
believe that we will celebrate the treasure of love with them again, when we are
all in your presence forever. May this truth sustain us in the days to come. Take
our sad and aching hearts and comfort us. Comfort us, for we only feel
hollowness and emptiness. God of sorrowing, draw near. Amen.

THE LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE

Leader The second candle we light is to redeem the pain of loss; the loss of
relationships, the loss of jobs with the security they bring, the loss of health in
ourselves or in family members, the loss of joy and peace in our lives from the
stresses which surround us, the loss and loneliness we experience when our loved
ones do not share our faith. As we gather up the pain of the past we offer it to you,

O God, asking that into our open hands you will place the gift of peace.

Please take a moment to remember these losses. I invite you to name them, aloud or
in the silence of your hearts.

All God of mystery, we turn our hearts to you. We come before you in
need of peace, grateful for the mystery of life and ever keenly aware of your
promises of guidance and protection. We want to place our trust in you, but
our hearts grow fearful and anxious. We forget so easily that you will be with us
in all that we experience. Teach us to be patient with the transformation of our
lives and to be open to the changes which we are now going through. Amen.

THE LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE

Leader The third candle we light for those who experience a loss of direction
in their lives.

God of the Exodus, you led Moses and your people through the wilderness to a new
land. Hear our prayer. We want so much to have a sense of direction, to know
where we are and where we ought to be headed. But the darkness and the questions
stay. You ask us to be full of faith, to believe deep within that you are our signpost,
that you are our wisdom and our guide, and to trust in your presence. Your words
to us are clear: “Do not fear; I go before you.”

All God of our depths, we cry out to you to be our guide. Help us to
have a strong sense of inner direction and grant that we may have the
reassurance of knowing that we are on the right path. Take our lives and use
them according to your will. Take all that is lost in us and bring it home with
you. Amen.

THE LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE

Leader The fourth candle we light as a sign of hope, the hope that the



Christmas story offers to us. We remember that God, who shares our life, promises
us a place and time of no more pain and suffering.

All O God whose spirit is known by those whose hearts are thankful,
and who makes cheerfulness a companion of strength, lift up our hearts, we
pray, to a joyous confidence in your care. Guide us when we cannot see the way.
Teach us to know that a shadow is only a shadow, because the light of eternal
goodness shines behind the object of our fears. Where there is love in life,
teach us to find it; help us to trust it and enable us to grow in the power of love.
So may our lives bring comfort and encouragement to others. We ask it, in the
name of Jesus Christ whose life is our light. Amen.

A LITANY OF HEALING
Leader Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.
The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding.

God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more abundantly;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they may
be made whole;
Hear us, O Lord of life.

Grant to all who seck your guidance, and to all who are lonely, anxious, or

despondent, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence;
Hear us, O Lord of life.

Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to soundness of
mind and serenity of spirit;
Hear us, O Lord of life.

Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the suffering, granting them
wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience;
Hear us, O Lord of life.

Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace and consolation
of your Holy Spirit those who are bereaved;
Hear us, O Lord of life.



Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation,

and in the world;
Hear us, O Lord of life.

You are the Lord who does wonders:
You have declared your power among the peoples.

With you, O Lord, is the well of life:
And in your light we see light.

Hear us, O Lord of life:
Heal us, and make us whole.

Silence is kept.
Let us pray.

Gracious God, we give you thanks for your beloved Jesus Christ, in whom you have
shared the beauty and pain of human life. Look with compassion upon all for
whom we pray, and strengthen us to be your instruments of healing in the world, by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE LIGHTING OF INDIVIDUAL CANDLES

Leader Each of us comes bearing our own hurts, sorrows, broken places. Let
us offer our personal wound to the God who loves each of us deeply and wants to
carry our pain. God waits patiently, gently calling out: “Give me your pain. Come
to me, all who labor and are heavy laden; I will refresh you?”

Linvite each of you to come forward and light a candle. As you light the candle,
remember that it is God who lights a candle in our darkness and holds us close until
we are able to shine.

During the lighting of candles, if you would like to come forward for a laying on of
hands, or anointing with holy 0il, please come forward to either side of the altar where
a member of the clergy will be present to offer prayers, laying on off hands, and
anointing.

THE PEACE

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.



THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom
you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the
blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and
for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout
all ages. Amen.

BrESSING

THE FiNaL HymN:
Be Still, My Soul Finlandia
(See bulletin insert.)

THE DISMISSAL
The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the People, and the People respond
Thanks be to God.

Following the dismissal, you are welcome to stay in the Nave for as long as you would
like for prayer and quiet meditation.

THE POSTLUDE:
Meditation on Finlandia Aubrey Crossland



Quick LiNks
Scan this QR code to fill out

a welcome card, give online,
and more.

We thank the following people for their service today:

CELEBRANT & PREACHER
ORGANIST

LECTORS

(Read by Daughters of the King)

The Rev. Grey Maggiano

Christian Schoen

Helen Armstrong, Mary-Benton Gordon,
Marion Youngblood, Carolyn Kerr,

The Rev. Nancy Titus, Anita Kerr

VESTRY REPRESENTATIVE  Sarah O’Connor

Church of the Nativity, Jubilee Chapter, Daughters of the King is a lay order of women
communicants within the Episcopal church. Our Order strives to deepen our faith
through Prayer, Service, and Evangelism.

Church of the Nativity

A Parish of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina
8849 Ray Road, Raleigh, NC 27613  919-846-8338

CLERGY AND STAFF

The Rev. Grey Maggiano
The Rev. George Black
The Rev. Ryan Parker
Jeremy Clos

Christian Schoen

Josh Anderson

Kate Mohan
Monique Holmes
Eva Warren
Robert Krahel

Rector

Curate

Priest Associate

Lay Associate for Christian Formation
Organist and Choirmaster

Lay Associate for Communications
and Administration

Diaconate Discernment Intern
Business Manager

Nursery Attendant

Sexton



