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Imagine being present at the first Pentecost, witnessing

the Holy Spirit's profound entry into the world! In Acts,

Luke vividly portrays this event with stirring detail.

Though we weren't there to witness it, the lasting impact

of Pentecost still shapes our world today.
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“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the

rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where

they were sitting.” Acts 2:2

The experience of the swirling wind that engulfed the disciples,

stirred both awe and excitement. Sensing the divine presence

among them, they were propelled into a fervent mission. We, too,

are urged to embrace the movement of the Spirit to ignite our

hearts to love and serve. 
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“Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a

tongue rested on each of them.” Acts 2:3

Advent is a season of expectation, stretching four Sundays before

Christmas, marking the beginning of the Church's liturgical year. It is a

time dedicated to preparing the heart and spirit for the coming of

Christ, both in the remembrance of His birth and in anticipation of

His return. Traditionally, Christians around the world reflect on

themes of hope, peace, joy, and love.

Originating from the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming" or

"arrival," Advent has roots reaching back to the fourth century when

early Christians set aside a season of preparation for the celebration of

Christ’s birth. Over centuries, the Advent season grew in significance,

incorporating various traditions and customs that emphasize waiting

and readiness for the fulfillment of God’s promises. In many

traditions, the Advent wreath, with its four candles—one lit each

Sunday—serves as a reminder of the gradual unfolding of the promise

of redemption.

The mood of Advent is distinct from the festive celebrations of

Christmas; it carries a quieter, contemplative tone, urging believers to

ready themselves spiritually. We reflect on Old Testament prophecies,

like Isaiah’s foretelling of the Messiah’s arrival, alongside New

Testament passages that anticipate Christ’s return. Traditional Advent

hymns such as O Come, O Come, Emmanuel and Come, Thou Long

Expected Jesus express themes of waiting and redemption, while quieter

service music, such as chant, calls us to contemplation. The readings,

prayers, and hymns associated with Advent are filled with longing and

hope, capturing both the joy of the Incarnation and the yearning for a

world fully reconciled with God. 

Advent is a time to dwell on God’s promises and to rekindle hope in

the darkened world, remembering that Christ’s light has come—and

will come again. As the Church gathers each week to light another

candle, it moves toward the joyful celebration of Christ’s arrival,

embodying the hope of a kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven.”



The Collect for the First Sunday of Advent

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the

works of darkness, and put on the armor of light,

now in the time of this mortal life in which your

Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility;

that in the last day, when he shall come again in

his glorious majesty to judge both the living and

the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through

him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Collect for the Second Sunday of Advent

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the

prophets to preach repentance and prepare the

way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their

warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet

with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer;

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might

come among us; and, because we are sorely

hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and

mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus

Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy

Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

The Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Advent

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your

daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his

coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for

himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.


