Welcome to Current!

Current: Seeking Justice Together is a digital curriculum designed for the whole
congregation to explore justice for 13 weeks. The Bible outline for Current
(page 5) begins with Jesus’ call for justice in Luke 4 and then is divided into
two sections. Section 1 (sessions 2-7) is titled “Caring for the Vulnerable”
Section 2 (sessions 8-13) is titled “Setting Things Right” Both sections include
stories about individuals and systems, the personal and corporate, “‘common
people” and those in the highest positions of power. Both sections call for change
in the church and in the civic arena. These stories offer examples of individuals
who bravely and persistently sought to “do justice” in their families and commu-
nities. The movement from “Caring for the Vulnerable” to “Setting Things Right”
reflects the reality that loving, caring, and speaking up for others is not the fin-
ish line. Doing justice requires radical rethinking and action to change systems
and practices that harm some and benefit others.

The Youth folder for Current: Seeking Justice Together includes the following
items for leading a faith formation class for youth in grades 6-12:

+  Weekly Session Plans

« Student Pages

« Readers Theaters

« Resource Pack with posters and story pictures

Music used in Current is sold separately. Purchase the double album
Everybody Singin MP3 or CD format from www.ShineCurriculum.com/product-
category/product-type/music/. Song motions are available at www.Shine
Curriculum.com/Extras.

Permission
Permission is granted to churches or organizations who purchase the Youth
folder to print and/or use the images and documents in online or in-person
teaching sessions and emails or social media posted to private groups or web-
sites for use within the church’s or organization’s circle of ministry.

These resources may also be printed and distributed or emailed to teachers
or families within the church’s or organization’s circle of ministry.
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Theme Introduction

In Luke 4:14-30, Jesus reads the words of Isaiah as he boldly proclaims that he
has been sent to preach good news to the poor, release to the captives, recovery
of sight to the blind, and freedom for the oppressed. As followers of Jesus, we
do this work as well. Often Christians talk about being Christ’s hands and feet.
There is truth in this statement, yet God’s justice is not only our work in the
world, but God’s work in us. As we are transformed and become aligned with
the heart of God in Christ, we are better able to reflect God’s justice and peace
through our lives to the world.

What does the Bible say about God’s justice? In the Old Testament, justice
(mishpat in Hebrew) is not just about fair punishment for wrongdoing; it’s about
restorative justice, which involves caring for the vulnerable and changing sys-
tems so that injustice does not happen in the first place. To fully understand
biblical justice, it is also essential to consider righteousness. Tzadeqah, the
Hebrew word for righteousness, refers to right relationships, where people are
treated with dignity and respect because they bear the image of God. Justice
and righteousness are sometimes used interchangeably in the Bible and are fre-
quently used to describe the character of God. Taken together, these concepts
offer guidance for living faithfully in a broken world.

Living with justice and righteousness looks different from person to person,
church to church, and community to community. Yet, in all contexts, it is es-
sential that there is both inner and outer work. Prayer, reflection, truth-telling,
and repentance lead to inner transformation (righteousness). This transforma-
tion provides the necessary wisdom and discernment to know what actions to
take in the church, community, and world (justice). This outward-focused action
then leads back to the inner work, challenging us to look at the actions we took
and how they impacted us and the world. This is a lifelong journey toward lov-
ing kindness, courage, justice, peace, and reconciling love in relationship with
God, other people, self, and the earth.
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Session Plan

At-a-Glance Chart
This chart includes the
supplies, Shine mate-
rials, and preparation
tasks for the session.

Connect

Begin the session with
a get-to-know-you
activity and a spiritual
practice. Teaching tips

are provided. =]

Media Connections

Week 1

Jesus Calls for Justice

Luke 4:14-30
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Prepare

Jesus Calls for Justice
Luke 4:14-30

by Laarrie Mariems
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Incorporate the
suggested books, art,
songs, and videos
wherever it works best
in your session. Preview
items to be sure they
will work well for your

group.

Explore
Choose from three
options to help youth
explore the Bible story
and justice theme.
Options include Do
Justice, Link, Wrestle,
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Empower
Send youth into the

et world with a challenge
and prayer.

Prepare

Read the Bible essay,
reflect on the questions,
and say a prayer in
preparation for leading.

Encounter

Choose the Bible story-
telling method that best
suits your group. Ask
questions to help youth
go deeper into the story
and consider how the
story can impact the
way they live.
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General Preparation

1. Current does not have pre-determined dates.
O Fill in the Bible outline on the next page with the dates you plan to
use the materials.
O Distribute the outline to all leaders.

2. 'The materials for each week are compiled into one file.
O Email or print and distribute the weekly files to the chosen leaders.
O Email or print and distribute the Youth Overview document so lead-
ers have information about the theme and structure of the unit.

3. The Resource Pack includes pieces for this age group.
O Print the Resource Pack posters and game.
O Optional: Print a set of verse posters for each youth to take home or
email the Resource Pack contents to each family.

4. Each week, also print:
O Readers Theater, one for each character in the script
O Student Page, one per youth

5. A “Justice and Righteousness” display will be used throughout

the quarter.
O Refer to the diagram on page 1.8 in week 1 to set it up.
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O

Seeking Justice Together
Bible Outline

Fill in the dates and distribute to leaders.

&
A

Week Date Session Title Scripture Text

1 Jesus Calls for Justice Luke 4:14-30

CARING FOR THE VULNERABLE

2 Welcoming Everyone James 1:27-2:8, 14-17
3 Caring for Those in Need Matthew 25:31-46

4 Enough for All Acts 4:32-37

5 Sisters Ask for Land Numbers 27:1-11

6 Nathan Confronts a King 2 Samuel 12:1-15

7 Esther Saves Her People Esther 2-8

SETTING THINGS RIGHT

8 Proclaim Jubilee Leviticus 25

9 A Son Returns Home Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
10 Zacchaeus Makes Amends Luke 19:1-10

11 Jesus Turns the Tables Mark 11:15-18

12 A Widow Insists on Justice Luke 18:1-8

13 Nehemiah Sets an Example Nehemiah 5
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