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Our Mission 

To inspire, nurture and expand Nativity’s spiritual growth through faith, worship and community 
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Deadline 
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Deadline: Friday 

November 16 at noon 
Mailing date:  
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Send articles to  
nativitytidings@aol.com  
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At the Church’s Annual Meeting on December 2, we will elect four new vestry members 
to serve a three year term. We will say thank you to members rotating off the vestry, Kevin 
Burke, Joel Kamya, and Stephen Hollis. The current vestry is looking for folks who would 
be interested in serving in the following Ministry Team areas: 
· Finance/Stewardship 
· Newcomer Ministry 
· Pastoral Care 
· Parish Life 
  If you are feeling a pull toward serving on the Vestry in any of these areas, please contact 
Stephanie at sa@nativityonline.org or 919-744-1663 or Joel Kamya, Senior Warden at 
jkamya4650@aol.com. 

Saturday, November 3 
Daughters of the King 

Quiet Day 

Wednesday, November 14 
7 pm Ministry Team Meetings 

Thursday, November 15 
7 pm Environmental  

Stewardship 

Saturday, December 1 
10 am Pick up Greens            

and Poinsettias 

Sunday, December 2 
9:15 am Annual Meeting 

and Vestry Election 
Rite 13 Ceremony 

Sunday, December 9 
Day of Giving 
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�� recently attended a continuing education program during which 
the instructor led us through a guided meditation in thinking about 
our church communities and creating an image that guided our 

thinking about that community. 
  The first thing that popped into my mind, for better or for worse, when 
considering Nativity, was a bowl of chicken noodle soup...Thai chicken 
noodle soup, to be more precise. Warm, nourishing, lots of yummy 
noodles, pieces of mushrooms and lemongrass to make it interesting, 
and little bits of hot peppers to give it a spicy bite. 
  Stay with me - it was a metaphor, and metaphors are imperfect, but it 
seems to me that when the community of Nativity is at its best, it is like that bowl of soup. 
There is a sustaining commitment of the people here like the noodles provide the sustenance 
of the soup; there is diversity of thought that makes discussions and decision-making inter-
esting, much like the mushrooms add an earthy and unmistakable flavor; there is a willing-
ness to try new things, like throwing some lemongrasss into the pot; and there is a desire to 
challenge one another, to question the church, and to ask deeper questions of God that give 
this place zest and spice, like that bite of ginger and red pepper that round out the soup. 
  Above all, the Church of the Nativity has a deep desire to feed people: to feed one another 
spiritually through word and sacrament; to feed those who know physical pangs of hunger; to 
comfort one another in times of need; and to care for our planet in making sure that we are 
feeding one another in healthy sustainable ways. 
  When Bishop Curry was here in October, he challenged us to take Jesus’ message of the 
kingdom of God out into the world of Galilee, a world that does not know the church, that 
does not know the life-giving, nourishing power that may be found in a faith community. I 
think Galilee needs our soup—the question is, how do we get it out there? 

In faith and noodles, 
Stephanie 



2 

 

�������������������������

��
���������

By now you should have received your 2013 stewardship cam-
paign materials package and have had a chance to read it. For 
this campaign, your Vestry and Stewardship Team have set a 
target of increasing both the number of pledges and 
pledge amount, each by 13%. My appeal is twofold: 
first, if you do not currently pledge, please make a 
pledge and second, if you are a pledging member 
please consider increasing your pledge amount. I am 
also asking our non-pledging regular givers to con-
sider indicating their contribution intentions on a 
pledge card. Pledges are the key building block of a 
predictable Nativity budget.  
  Nativity is financially 100% self-supporting and 
receives no funding from the Diocese. Nativity de-
pends entirely on your generous giving to keep its doors open 
and run its ministries. Every Nativity expense such as our rec-
tor’s salary, outreach, youth programs, mortgage etc., is paid 
by your contributions. We estimate that next year it will re-
quire an average of $1250 per day to keep Nativity doors open 
and run our ministries. This does not include costs defrayed by 
your generous contribution of time and talent.  
  Our Stewardship campaign theme “Abundant joy, overflow-

ing generosity” is very befitting of our Nativity community. 
Abundance of joy may explain why Nativity is growing, buck-
ing the national organized church membership declining trend. 

We are not only seeing new and returning comers, 
but also our youth Christian education programs 
attendance is growing. We have been told that we 
have one of the highest ratios of Christian educa-
tion youth participation to adult church attendees in 
our Diocese. Pews for many of our 10:30 services 
are densely packed and spaces in our parking lots 
are sometimes scarce. Your vestry has taken note 
of this growth and is starting to look at options. 
Growth will demand more of our time, talent and 
sharing our financial resources.  

  Finally, the $1250 per day to keep our church doors open is 
indeed an eye opener. The question we must ask of ourselves 
as we discern sharing our resources with Nativity is how many 
days and/or hours and/or minutes will the pledge we make 
keep Nativity doors open next year? Irrespective of your an-
swer, every pledge is very much appreciated and will go a long 
way in supporting our church and its ministries. So please 
pledge generously, and thank you. 
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Joel Kamya, Senior Warden  
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Nancy Terry 

The Adult Formation Ministry Team plans and assists in furthering the faith development of adults through education and learn-
ing. Our scope includes existing opportunities of Centering Prayer, Blue Candle, EFM (Education for Ministry), and Sunday 
morning and weekday offerings to provide opportunities to grow and develop in your faith journey. We also want to you know 
about other learning events in the Diocese, Conference Centers such as Kanuga, and other churches in our area. 
  We are so excited this year to have facilitated a brand new class of EFM. EFM is a four-year study of the Old and New Testa-
ments, Church History and philosophy. There is ample opportunity to apply what is learned in one’s daily life. 
  The Adult Formation Ministry Team is heavily focused on the Sunday morning adult class offerings and the weekday classes as 
well. We also coordinate with other ministry teams to provide topics and events that are important for all Church of the Nativity 
adults and youth. A recent example would be the Outreach Program that focused on Hunger and the Interfaith Food Shuttle. In the 
past we have offered book studies, Bible studies, conversations with people of other faiths and denominations, Advent and Lenten 
studies, Marriage Education and intergenerational programs. We bring in guest speakers, our own clergy and Bishop, and Church 
of Nativity members who provide leadership for other ministries. Our goal is always to provide interactive programs with maxi-
mum opportunities for participation.  
  We are currently preparing programs for 2013 and would like to invite you to join our Adult Formation committee. Please con-
tact Nancy Terry nmterry@nc.rr.com or George Douglas gbdouglas3@gmail.com if you would like to join us. If you simply have 
ideas for programs to be offered by our Adult Formation classes and studies, please let Nancy or George know your thoughts. 
Thanks very much for your continued participation in Adult Formation at Nativity! 
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Jane Heyward 

The ministry teams met in October to determine their key action items for the coming year. Here is a summary of what each team 
will be working on this year to help support our 3-year objectives. (The Worship team did not meet in October). If you are inter-
ested in working with one of these teams, please join us for the next ministry teams meeting on Wednesday, November 14, at 7 

Finance and Stewardship  
-Set Budget Timeline 
-Assign Finance and Stewardship members to specific ministry 
teams to work 2013 budget 
-Additional parking and sources of funds 
-Business Manager- implementation process   
Buildings and Grounds   
-Expand the parking area available to the church 
-Enhance IT systems to better support an increase in number of 
members and individuals who need access to church data 
-Improve the looks of the Nativity campus by establishing a 
separate grounds improvement and maintenance committee un-
der the leadership of Buildings and Grounds  
-To ease the transfer of maintenance responsibility from one 
group of people to another and to reduce the dependency on key 
individuals, we need to create written documentation of the Na-
tivity Facilities: grounds, parking, memorial garden, buildings, 
rooms, equipment, etc.  
Communications  
-Create brand and communications guidelines and resources 
-Facilitation and improvement of internal communications 
-Pictorial directory 
-Leveraging the A/V system in Corlett Hall for Fellowship 
-Unify communication channels used in Nativity 
Adult Formation  
-Determine the best mix of programs for both Sunday mornings 
and weeknights (e.g. two or three program offerings on Sunday 
vs. one, best nights to hold weekday sessions, etc.) 
Youth Formation  
-Develop  job descriptions for Youth Formation leader roles  

-Create control documents for budgets, calendars, general Youth  
Group manual, etc. 
-Restructure youth groups into two groups  
Children’s Formation  
-Keep reaching out to new families  
-Keep communicating with families 
-Help make new children and families feel welcome 
-Add doors between 2 small rooms 
Newcomers Ministry  
-Schedule greeter training 
-Improve / organize follow-up with newcomers 
-Revamp lobby of Estill House 
-Work with Youth Formation on ideas for helping new young 
families take part in parish life 
Parish Life  
-Plan quarterly Parish Life events 
-Actively strengthen participation on the fellowship teams  
Pastoral Care   
-Improved communication with parish about pastoral care avail-
ability and needs 
-Set up a manual for pastoral care procedures and implement 
system of monthly pastoral care captains 
-Address Memorial Garden plan with phased implementation   
Outreach  
-Create intergenerational Outreach Program for 2012-13 focus-
ing on Hunger and Poverty with one major event each quarter 
-Develop relationships with other Episcopal and non-Episcopal 
faiths through Outreach events   
-Increase participation in Outreach activities and match with 
increased Outreach budget 



4 

 ��
��	�������������,�,�,��
����	���������	�(�

�
A simple Christmas pageant will be performed 
during the 10:30 service on December 23. All chil-
dren are welcome to participate – mark the date! 
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Becky Showalter 

Sunday School seems to be humming along. Thanks to all of you who have gotten up early and delivered your kids to their re-
spective classes! With what all the world does and does not teach, it’s good to see another generation receiving the knowledge of 
God’s love and vision for us all.   
  Listed below are the topics for the upcoming month, but also note that we have begun publishing in the Sunday Tidings (the 
Sunday announcements) the topic for each class. Be sure to take a look at them on Sunday and then bring it up with your kids. 
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Becky Showalter 

Preschool – Kindergarten Class 
This class is using the “Let the Children Come” Young Chil-
dren’s Curriculum and meets during the 10:30 service in the 
Education Building. The Fall Session focuses on introducing 
them to the colorful characters of the Old Testament through 
games, group play, crafts and more. We have added music to 
beginning of most classes – so far, the kids love the music and 
movement time!! 
November 4   "Whoever You Are" by Mem Fox 
November 11  God Gives David Victory over Goliath 
November 18  Giving Thanks 
November 25   No Class This Sunday-Thanksgiving Week- 
  end 
December 2  God Teaches Jonah to Obey 
 
1st-3rd Class, The Pentateuch (Now–November 18) and 
Jesus the Healer (December 2–February 3) 
Meeting at 9:15am in the Education Building, this class will 
finish up a unit on the Pentateuch, the first five books of the 
Bible, where we hope they have learned that God is always 
faithful in keeping promises!  Then in early December, they 
will begin a unit on understanding Jesus as a healer and a per-
son. 
November 4  All Saints, People of God 
November 11  Moses and Miriam 
November 18  Moses and the Red Sea 
 

November 25  No Class This Sunday-Thanksgiving Week- 
  end 
December 2  Elizabeth and Zechariah 
 
4th–6th Grade Class, “Ordinary” Time (Now–November 
18) and Advent (Beginning December 2) 
This older class’ focus will be three-pronged: (1) each Sunday 
they will spend a little bit of time on a different part of the 
worship service so that the kids begin to understand what we 
do in church and why we do it; (2) they will use Nativity’s 
beautiful Advent banner to review Bible Stories and how they 
are all related; and (3) they will use the Episcopal Church’s 
online curriculum to have a lesson on one of the readings that 
will be read in church. Outside of class, they will look for 
ways to put into action the call to be God’s hands in the world 
by participating in different outreach projects.  
November 4  All Saints Day: Just Like Us 
November 11  Blessed is the Ordinary: It’s All About Grati-
  tude! 
November 18  Blessed is the Ordinary: God’s Temple 
November 25  No Class This Sunday-Thanksgiving Week- 
  end 
December 2  Advent: Stop and Listen 
 
4th/5th/6th Grade Outreach Field Trip Calendar Dates: 
December 15  Inter-Faith Food Shuttle, 9-11 am   
  (meet time at Nativity is 8:15 am) 
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Please consider setting a little 
time aside the first week of 
December to bake cookies 
(no chocolate chip please) for 
the Pilgrim's Christmas 
Cookie Sale. We had such a 
wonderful variety of cookies 
last year but could have eas-
ily sold more trays at the sec-
ond service. More informa-
tion will follow next month. 

Thanks for your support of the youth of Nativity! 
  P.S. If you have a kitchen scale that we could borrow when we 
assemble the trays please contact Robbie Schuler at  
schulerthomas@bellsouth.net or 919-518-8071. 
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Tom McNally 

The November Seniors’ Luncheon is scheduled for 
November 18. It will be hosted by Ilia and Frank 
Scrivano at their home, 10100 Sorrells Creek Lane, 
Raleigh, NC  27614. 
  Ilia and Frank will provide the main dish of Chicken 
Parmigiana, and request those attending to bring a 
side dish or dessert to share. For questions or to 
RSVP, please contact Ilia at 919-845-2684 (home) or 
919-520-7684 (cell) on or before Wednesday, No-
vember 14. Remember that there is no minimum age 
to join this group. 
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Jane Weinberger 

Bishop’s Ball is a youth conference for 6th-12th graders from the 
Diocese of NC. This year it will be held at Camp Walter Johnson 
(just south of Greensboro) on the weekend of Dec 7-9. Each confer-
ence has a theme that is directed by the diocese (the theme this time 
is Outreach), and the staff will be adults and youth from around the 
state. One of the highlights of the Bishop’s Ball conference is a 
“formal” dinner on Saturday night followed by a DJ’d dance where 
the Bishop will attend and dance! A little more information is at the 
links below. 
¨ http://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/

documents/3165202/Bishops_Ball_Flyer.pdf 
¨ http://www.episdionc.org/digital_faith/events/2350040 
  Forms can be found in the Parish Hall on the bulletin board and 
need to be turned in on or before November 17. If you have any 
questions regarding this event contact Jon and Becky Showalter at 
jbshow@bellsouth.net 

�"�����"�����"���
Jane Weinberger 

By the time you receive this Glad Tidings we will have accomplished some wonderful things with our Youth. 
  Confirmation Day was quite the celebration with 40 of our youth and 3 adults participating. Bishop Curry added his special 
touch making it a memorable day. Our youth have attended special classes with Episcopal Campus Ministry, presented their trips 
to the congregation and had a treat of hearing the bishop an extra hour on October 14. We will have already ended our first fund-
raiser for next year’s mission trips, Rite 13 has walked the Crop Walk –did you donate? To be sure the Ghoulish Gala was ghoul-
ishly fun. We have not even gotten to November yet! 
  We are gearing up for baking our famous Christmas cookies and preparing for our annual caroling at a Raleigh retirement home. 
Rite-13 will also have a ceremony in December, so look for a Book of Wisdom request. We hope to have a large group going to 
Bishop’s Ball, also in December. In between all this we will have Thanksgiving break, preparations for the Christmas Pageant, 
and let’s not forget Youth Group and Sunday School.  
  Look for announcements, posters, and emails to keep up-to-date with our many activities. Thanks for all you do to help our 
youth program.    
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The Outreach Team would like to share its plan for realizing 
this year’s Outreach Theme—Hunger and Poverty—as chosen 
by an impressive majority of the congregation of Church of the 
Nativity. 
  Each quarter will feature a major intergenerational event re-
lated to Hunger and Poverty—the Outreach 
Fiesta this past June, Jill Bullard’s insightful 
remarks in September, a Day of Giving in De-
cember (more on that below), and a food-
packing event in the Spring (more on that at a 
later date). 
  Clustered around these events will be other 
activities related to the theme. For example, 
following closely after Jill’s appearance was a report by Urban 
Adventurers on their recent outreach to the homeless of DC and 
by the Pilgrims on their weeklong Bible School in Siquirres, 
Costa Rica. Then there was an evening of pill packing for Janu-
ary’s Honduras Health Mission, followed several weeks later 
by participation in the Crop Walk by Rite 13ers to support hun-
ger relief efforts around the world. 

  The Day of Giving, December 9, will consolidate previously 
separate activities of education, giving and celebration into one 
day. The Parish Hall will become a center for a number of 
fundraisers. Some of you will collect clothes for farmworkers 
or donate canned goods or money (which will be matched) to 

the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle. Others will sell 
cards for Honduras or the US Uganda Orphan 
Education Fund, a variety of items for African 
Team Ministries, cookies for the Pilgrimage. 
Or something else altogether. 
  Finally, the Outreach Team has recom-
mended, and the Vestry has confirmed, budget 
allocations this fiscal year to the Nativity gar-

den, the Outreach Fiesta, North Carolina Interfaith Power and 
Light, Honduras Health Mission, Farmworkers Ministry, Inter-
Faith Food Shuttle, and Episcopal Campus Ministries. The Out-
reach Team and the Vestry are committed to a goal of increas-
ing outreach allocations significantly above this year’s $3,500 
total. 
 

$"	
��1�������(�3���������
Pete Crow 

The Day of Giving, Decem-
ber 9, will consolidate into 
one day of education, giving, 
and celebration of a number 
of activities which heretofore 
have occurred separately.  
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On Saturday, October 13, the 4th/5th/6th grade Sunday school class 
made an outreach "field trip" to the North Raleigh Ministries Thrift 
Shop. The kids provided service by sorting and organizing donations and 
tidying up inventory in the front of the store. Proceeds from all items 
sold in NRM's Thrift Store go directly to support their crisis center and 
food pantry. In addition to giving their time in the back of the store with 
these important "behind the scenes" duties, the kids brought food dona-
tions to help fill the shelves in the North Raleigh Ministries food pantry.  
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Carl Sigel 

With reference to my October 2012 Glad Tidings article on how as Christians we should respond 
to climate change, I wrote that currently and in the future those that will suffer most are the “least 
of these.” We are called by God to care for them and to make things right in the world, i.e. to rees-
tablish right relationships. To me, God’s call is suggestive that the future is open and the fate for 
the “least of these” as well as our ailing planet is not predetermined. We have the ability to influ-
ence what happens to human civilization, and for that matter, all life on earth. If we couldn’t 
change outcomes, it wouldn’t make sense for God to give us the ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor 
5: 18). As a student of process theology, I believe God’s ultimate aim for the cosmos is beauty, 
peace, and harmony. Also, I believe the Creator is present in all of us trying to persuade us to 
adopt his/her sense of purpose and meaning. In this way, we are called to be co-creators and God 
gives us the gift of hope, transformation, and the promise of a renewed Creation. 
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Plant the Pavement! is a two-day weekend workshop taught by Will Allen and other educators 
from Growing Power and will include hoop house construction, compost/vermiculture, aq-
uaponics, and the year-round production of microgreens. The workshop will take place the 
weekend of November 10 and 11. Sessions will run from 8:30 am to 5 pm on both Saturday 
and Sunday. The workshop will be hosted at Inter-Faith Food Shuttle’s new Urban Ag Train-
ing Center at 500 Hoke St. in Southeast Raleigh. This community workshop is open to anyone 
who is interested in learning more about the sustainable production of healthy food, whether 
on a home, business, or community scale. No previous experience with agriculture is neces-
sary. To register contact Shosha Capps, shosha@foodshuttle.org 
 

O, Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem.  
Psalm 130:7 

���"��	��$"	
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� Community Dinner with Growing Power's Will Allen, "Sodfather of Urban Ag”, Friday, Nov. 9, 6:30 pm; 
IFFS's new Training Center, 500 Hoke Street, Raleigh, NC. Tickets are $75 for this fundraising dinner, benefiting 
Inter-Faith Food Shuttle. http://www.foodshuttle.org/.  
 
� Learn to Grow Healthy Food: Plant the Pavement, November 10 and 11, 8:30 am to 5 pm both days, at Inter-
Faith Food Shuttle’s new Urban Ag Training Center at 500 Hoke St. To register contact Shosha Capps,  
shosha@foodshuttle.org. For more information see article below. 
 
� Calling all Tweeps! Plan to skip a meal on November 6 and use the savings to fight hunger. Twitter for Food is a 
worldwide event happening on the first Tuesday of every month to raise hunger awareness and support hunger 
organizations, like the Food Bank! "Tweet" your friends about www.twitterforfood.com or make your donation 
now through our Give a Meal for a Meal campaign. 
 
� Kick off the holiday season with Habitat for Humanity at the 2012 Annual Holiday Home Tour and Party: The 
12 Days of Habitat, November 18. The tour of Habitat Homes begins at 5 pm and the party is from 6 to 9 pm. Res-
ervations are $50 per person. For questions or to make your reservations over the phone, please call 919-744-2406. 



9 

 

�������������������������

'"��1�

2���	���$�2�����
�78�����������������
�����*����� ����������,���������%�����������	
��$�������&����� ������������
�����
�$��
��
��
���5���������9%�����������	
������	���
�0��� $:������&�������
��������������
�����3�����

4���
���
��������
��������������
�������.����(
��
$�����*�����������������
$�	��
������
�������� ��
!	����
�&�$�����
�������������
�����������������(
����	������
������������1�����
$�5����3��&�
��
�������.�����1�����$������,�����$�!	����
�&��

������7���� �����
�	�4�	�%�	��

1&����	���*��������
�����
�$����
��������
�
��������	
��������
&�
�������
�������
���������
���0�
���
!������������4�
����



10 

 

�������������������������

��
��������������1	"
���

���������
��	����

 �������

.������.������
��������
����
���
&���(��������
�	��
�����	
(�������
������������
����

�������13��� �

4�������������
���
����
�������+��3��	
���3������
,�����������
�	�������������
�&�(	�����������
����������$��������������
���	
�����������
���
�����
�����"�

��1�����$����
����)��
������5������&����
$�!������0����,�*�����

-���
����&�������������&�������
��������	

�����*�������)�

��
����$"	�
���1��1�
6��
��

*��
��������	
���
��)��
0����	���$��������$�������������������)�

��	�(��
��!������	�
�

1���������.	���,�����������+����
.����,��#��
���
�
���������
��	��
�
�	����&�������
��������������	����� �



11 

 

�������������������������

)
��	���$���1��

Births 

Wesley Craft, grandson of Ruth and David Brown 

Baptisms 

Nicholas Michael Sena  

 

 
Our congregation extends its sympathy and prayers to: 

Jennie Herrick on the death of her uncle Jack Regan 
Evelyn Judson on the death of her brother’s mother-in-law Chris Matyear 

 
May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Prayer Chain: To begin a confidential prayer request, or to have names added to the Prayers of the People list for Sunday services, 
please contact the church office 919-846-8338. 
If you have an illness, hospitalization, or death in your family, please contact the church office or Stephanie directly. If you have a 
pastoral emergency, please contact Stephanie on her mobile: 919-744-1663. 
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· Like us on Facebook 
· Follow us on Twitter @NativityOnline 
· Join the Yahoo egroups email list. Log on to www.nativityonline.org/

members, scroll down to Email List and follow the directions.  
· Read Glad Tidings online, in color, at www.nativityonline.org/members 

Job Postings—to receive daily job postings from 
Caring Connections, contact Karen Ridout at 
kgr@mindspring.com. 

(
���"
�
5��7��
	�
Dave McKinnon 

YTD Income:     $291.8K 
YTD Spending:  $296.2K 
The continued low level of giving has forced us to use money that was put aside 
into a reserve account to pay for day to day operations. While expenses remain in 
control, the Finance Ministry Team will be looking at areas where we can curtail 
further spending for the balance of the year. Nativity is an awesome place to be. 
We all depend on one another and your gifts of time, talent  AND treasure. 
While 2013 annual operating campaign is underway, we must still complete 
2012.  
  The 2013 goals include adding part time staff, especially in the Youth Ministry 
area. This goal can only be achieved if the level of pledges goes up from this 
year. If we have to cut other items from 2012 spending to keep us finacially 
sound, it will be even more difficult to grow our parish next year. I am praying 
for the way forward. 
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Address Service Requested 

 

8849 Ray Road 
Raleigh NC  27613 

Phone: 919-846-8338 
Email office: coordinator@NativityOnline.org 
Visit us on the web at: www.nativityonline.org  

Glad Tidings Team 
Stephanie Allen 
Jennie Herrick 
Emilie Sigel 
Ailsa Tessier 
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