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The address for submission of 
articles to Glad Tidings has 
changed! The new address is 
nativitytidings@aol.com.  
Note that the deadline for the 
December issue is the Friday 
before Thanksgiving, please 
plan ahead to advertise your 
December events.  

I n the month of November we 
begin with the celebration of All 
Saints Sunday. This time is spe-
cial as it offers the opportunity 

to remember and give thanks for the 
saints of the past and their individual 
contributions. Our personal histories, 
family histories, and even church his-
tories are truly important as we are 
shaped by the people we have known 
as well as the events of our lives.  
  The next November event is the be-
ginning of the Advent Season. This 
season begins on November 28th. Ad-
vent is a time of waiting and hoping 
with joyful expectancy for the in-breaking of God in the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Ad-
vent didn’t just happen once; rather, God is always at work in our world, breaking into our 
individual hearts and minds and into the Church in new and unexpected ways. Thus, Advent 
is a time to prepare ourselves for this in-breaking of something new.  
  All Saints and the beginning of Advent will be followed by the 25th anniversary celebra-
tion of the founding of the Church of the Nativity. Think about the significance in the fact 
that Nativity was given birth during Advent. Spend some time thinking and meditating 
about how you want to enter into the celebration of these events.  
  Upon the occasion of the celebration of Nativity’s 25th year, it is fitting that we celebrate 
thoroughly and joyfully the accomplishments of the past 25 years. You will enjoy seeing the 
many people who have ministered with you so that you would become who you are now as 
ministers of the Gospel. I encourage you to enter the delight, enjoy past memories, events, 
and people, remembering the good and the not-so-good that has happened through the years. 
But, also remember that it is Advent, and realize that God is preparing to enter into our lives 
to bring us new things, new people, new ideas, and new ways to live out life in this Chris-
tian community. Bear in mind that in order to receive that which is new, you have to let go 
of that which is past. I pray that God will open our minds and hearts to the in-breaking of 
the new that God is preparing for each of us individually and for the Church of the Nativity.  
  Faithfully,  
  The Rev. Sara C. Batson, Interim Rector   
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The annual Blessing of the Ani-
mals took place on October 10, 
with Reverends Nancy Allison 
and Meg Buerkel Hunn presid-
ing. The well-mannered crowd 
and their owners enjoyed greet-
ing each other under the oak 
tree for this special service. 
Rabbits, cats, dogs, and a 
chicken were well and duly 
blessed individually by name.  
Below: Senior Warden Chuck 
Till’s beloved cat Phantom, 
held by Gail Till. 
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Joan Parente 

Don’t forget to contact Joan Parente, parentej@usa.redcross.org, to schedule your group, family or indi-
vidual offering of Prayers of the People during the Sunday worship services. Prayers you write or favor-
ites you come across should follow the format of those we regularly use (found in your bulletin or the 
Book of Common Prayer) but may be in your own words. Prayers of the People, By the People should be 
emailed to the church office the Monday before they are to be read, email to office@nativityonline.org. 
Please indicate if you or your group would like to read the prayers or prefer to have the LEM read them. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for us as members of the body of Christ to offer prayers in our own 
words during our Sunday worship as an intentional change from the more familiar versions which will 
cause us to focus more closely on what we pray. 
  Thank you to all who have shared their prayers with us–please feel free to sign up again! 

During the first week in October, 28 of our college undergradu-
ates throughout NC, across the US and even into Canada re-
ceived Nativity Cares packages. The response was truly heart-
ening from the students. Sarah Oldham, a junior at 
Elon University wrote, "The variety of cookies, 
candy, gum, tea, etc. was so nice and obviously well 
planned out. Thanks so much for taking the time to 
make them and send them out; it was greatly appre-
ciated. You have no idea how surprised and happy I 
was to receive it after a long week." 
  Jessica Bodford, a junior at UNC-CH, expressed in 
a gracious missive and photo to the Nativity 
egroups: 
It's always such an immense and all-consuming joy 
to remember that no matter how far we may be dur-
ing the school year, whether we're just down the 
road at NC State or halfway across the country at 
Rice, Nativity will always be our home. Its parishioners, its 
staff, and its clergy have always been a family to each and 
every one of us, and these packages were a reminder that de-

spite how caught up we may get in academics and entirely dif-
ferent lifestyles, we're loved and we're cared for and, most of 
all, we're blessed beyond our imagining to be a part of such an 

incredibly kind and giving community. 
  In this day of technology, two of our students tex-
ted their messages of thanks. Nat Heyward, a junior 
at ECU, sent "Just picked up a box from cotn. A 
random assortment of goodies. Very nice." Ross 
Maloney, a junior at UNC-CH, echoed Nat's senti-
ments, "Got the surprise package! It made my day. 
Thank you. � " 
  And best of all, many students attended Sunday 
church services while home during their fall 
breaks! What a pleasure to see Jessica and Nat as 
well as Hannah Harris, a sophomore at UNC-G; 
Sean Levy, a sophomore at NCSU; Corey Hey-
ward, a freshman at College of Charleston; and 

Sam Judson, a freshman at WCU. 
  It is safe to say that a new Nativity tradition has begun for this 
significant segment of our church family. 
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Lucy Maloney 
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What a wonderful experience it has been to worship with you Sunday after Sunday and to be a part, if only for a 
little while, of your unique Nativity spirit. You are an outstanding example of what the Christian community aims 
to be–welcoming, diverse, intellectually alive, supportive, caring, and filled with the beauty of prayer and praise. It 
has been a pleasure and an honor to have served you.  
  Thank you for your kind and generous farewell reception. The food was awesome and the lovely piece of en-
graved crystal will be a treasured reminder of the time we have shared together. I am also deeply appreciative of 
your many personal expressions of friendship. That has meant a lot to me. I will always think of you as "my friends 
in the North" - doing great things  for the Kingdom of God in one of the fastest growing areas of the entire country. 
  May God bless you and give you amazing and abundant  success in this next stage of your history. I will think of 
you often and keep you in my prayers as we travel on, brothers and sisters on a common journey in the Lord.  
  With true affection, 
  Nancy Allison 
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Vestry elections are a month away on December 5. I ask you to consider standing for the Vestry, 2011-2014. 
  Let me give you five good reasons why: #1, Being a Vestry member is enjoyable! #2, You will be inspired by 
all the people whom you see serving Christ, and you’ll have a greater sense of how inter-dependent we are. #3, 
You can be a role model of commitment and responsibility for our youth–your own or someone else’s. #4, You 
will have a deep sense of satisfaction when things get done. #5, You will find that your own faith and under-
standing of the church increases and that your fellow members are sincerely appreciative of your service. 
  I’ve experienced all these benefits, and more. 
  Let me also debunk some purported reasons not to serve: #1, Vestry members work too hard. Truth: Vestry 

members are primarily organizers, not individual do-ers… and Vestry members no longer have to empty all the trash cans on Sun-
day afternoon! #2, Vestry members must know a lot about Christianity and the structure of the church. Truth: there is no entrance 
exam for the Vestry (other than confirmation), and you learn as you go. #3, The Vestry must deal with tough issues. Truth: tough 
issues are rare, and we’ve had more than our fair share of them the last two years–so we’re due for better weather. #4, Vestry is 
reserved for long-time members. Truth: Nativity is not the kind of congregation that requires a pedigree. #5, Vestry service is just 
about money. Truth: Vestry is all about mission. We assemble and allocate resources that are required to fulfill the mission, but 
mission is what’s important. 
   Mother Sara and every Vestry member are available throughout this month to speak with you on this topic. I hope that you’ll 
consider it prayerfully and tell Richard Judson if you’ve decided to stand for election. 
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Estill House: 
�  The Rector’s office has moved to the end of the hallway, across 

from the Parlor. Furniture is on order. 
�  Almost the entire interior has been repainted. 
�  Two no-smoking signs have been installed, following discovery 

of cigarette butts in a trash can.  
�  New CFL light bulbs are on order for the ceiling of Corlett Hall. 

This will increase light levels while conserving electricity. 
�  Green chairs in Corlett Hall are now arranged against three walls, 

instead of being stacked against one wall. We hope this new ar-
rangement will increase fellowship. 

�  Outside trim has been power-washed. (The roof and sidewalks 
had been power-washed previously.) 

�  The underside of the entrance canopy will be renovated. 
�  Repainting of the roof is under consideration, but first we are ar-

ranging for the roof to be inspected so that we’re confident of its 
integrity.  

Classroom Trailer: 
�  Exterior walls have been re-caulked and painted. 
�  Dirty and obsolete furniture has been removed. Surplus green 

chairs have been relocated from Corlett Hall. 
�  Walkway has been power-washed. 
�  Roof has been repainted. 
�  Skirting around the foundation has been repaired. 
�  Deck has been stained and water-sealed. 
�  Door handles have been replaced. 
�  New exterior light fixtures have been installed. 
Memorial Garden: 
�  Pavement bricks have been power-washed.  
�  New vegetation has been planted. 
  Stay tuned for additional improvements and moves as we approach 
the opening of the Education Building in January.  
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Year to Date 
       Income:      $275.2K 
       Expenses:   $235.7K 
  
Giving for the month of September fell below budget 
levels after a strong August. Our Interim Rector started 
with us in October. We are blessed to have such a sea-
soned clergy leader to keep our congregation on our 
path, expanding our ministries and our financial 
strengths. We have significant challenges ahead of us 
with the search for our new rector, the associated mov-
ing costs and additional operating costs for our new 
education building. We are on the threshold of our an-
nual operating campaign that will also determine the 
2011 operating budget. This month, let's take a look at 
Christian Formation. For the 2010 Operating Budget, 
we added significant dollars to Christian Formation, 
over $13,000. Your giving is going to programs so that 
you are not continually asked to support the individual 
fundraising activities you saw in past years. Your giv-
ing provided funds to the Pilgrimage to Costa Rica that 
you will hear about at the end of October. We were 
also able to provide funds to the Urban Adventure trip 
to Washington. These were two major events. Ongoing 
Christian Formation is supported across all age groups. 
Your giving will be critical as we have seen an increase 
in the number of students in all age groups and with 
our new education building more room to grow. 
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Fran Kenney 

The official feast day of St. Michael was September 29, and we celebrated this at Nativity on Sunday, 
September 26 with our Sunday school children in our traditional fashion–by "running out" the dragon 
and casting him out of Nativity! The dragon (Galen Tim) made a grand entrance during a lesson the chil-
dren were hearing on St. Michael (as led by our YACs class members Morgan Burke and Bailey Ma-
loney.) Boy, did that dragon interrupt the storytelling! The children knew better than to listen to the 
dragon's efforts to convince them to follow him and to not serve God anymore. They stood up to him by 
"attacking" him with paper airplane "love notes" proclaiming God's love for them, their loyalty to God 
and their belief in loving and serving God–just as St. Michael did! Thank you to our YACs class and 
their leaders for putting together this exciting lesson for our children. 
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Our 3rd and 4th grade Sunday school class enjoyed a three-week unit of 
study on environmental stewardship. Kids in the class participated in les-
sons featuring the theme that humans, in service to God, have special 
roles on behalf all creation. There were many great discussions with the 
children that centered on how we are called to care for the earth as God 
cares for the earth and our role within creation to serve and to keep God's 
garden, the earth. In addition to these discussions, each week we talked 
about how the kids could "get their green act together" at home by focus-
ing on one area at a time. Week one we focused on conserving water, 
week two we focused on reducing waste and week three focused on con-
serving electricity. Members of the class were encouraged to take home an 
"action" list to their families so they could work together on these efforts. As an end cap to this series of classes, Nativity mem-
ber Carl Sigel came in to talk with the kids about what they had been learning and to share with them his interest in environ-
mental stewardship. He was a welcome guest and the children had many great questions for him! 
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Jane Heyward 

The Youth Group Classes have been very busy this last month.  
The Fixers enjoyed a Lock-In on October 8-9, and actually slept 
for a couple of hours! They hosted Fellowship on October 17, and 
in November have a service outing to the Food Shuttle scheduled, 
along with a side trip to Krispy Kreme. Fixers like to eat! 
Rite 13 worked in Nativity's Memorial Garden in October. They 
weeded, trimmed, and planted pansies in this special place. The 
group is going on a hike at Umstead Park on Saturday, October 
23. In class, they are discussing how doubts can help your faith grow, examining 
prejudices in stereotypes, and talking about male-female friendships. 
The J2Aers are busy selling Christmas greens and poinsettias to help raise money 
for their Pilgrimage trip next 
year. Be sure and order your 
Christmas trees and green-

ery. They will be delivered in early December.  
The YACs are preparing for their Pilgrimage presentation on October 31 
at 9:15. They will be giving a slide show on their trip to Costa Rica this 
summer. Everyone is welcome to attend and hear about their experience.  
  On October 16, a group of youth from the Fixers and J2A classes partici-
pated in a Diocese Youth Outreach Day. They spent the day at a church in 
Durham, Iglesia El Buen Pastor, clearing out brush and trees to make room 
for a soccer field. The kids worked hard all morning, were then treated to a 
delicious home-cooked Mexican meal, joining youth groups from other 
churches for singing, prayers and pictures.  

Fran Kenney 
Children’s Program 
Coordinator 
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Episcopal Relief and Development has a unique opportunity! 
Until November 30, every contribution will be matched dollar-
for-dollar by a group of generous donors. Here is the ERD web-
site for donations:  https://www.er-d.org/donate-select.php?
code=EM10-13B 
  Here is an excerpt from an email I received from Robert W. 
Radke, President, Episcopal Relief and Development: 
What can one person do to heal a hurting world?  
A lot more than you might imagine.  
  You can provide life-saving, anti-malarial nets to families in 
Africa. You can supply farmers in Asia with drought-resistant 
seeds. You can give a family in Central America access to clean 
water. But that's only a fraction of the real power you hold in 
your hands.  
  A group of extraordinarily generous donors have agreed to 
match every contribution we receive by November 30, dollar-
for-dollar, up to a total of $500,000!  
  If you give $50, you'll generate $100 in assistance to people in 
need. A gift of $100 creates $200 in aid. Donate $500 and peo-
ple all over the world will benefit from $1,000 in food, health 
care, sanitation, housing, micro-credit loans and much more.  
  I urge you to make a gift to Episcopal Relief & Development 
today. This is a rare opportunity to have twice the impact you 

usually have - and never has the need been greater or more 
urgent.  
  The catastrophic Haitian earthquake in January produced a 
response that was inspirational and sacrificial. This enabled us 
to assist the Haitian people in moving further along the path to 
recovery than many thought possible in nine months' time. But 
it has come at the expense of donations that are needed by tens 
of millions people elsewhere.  
  There are people all around the world who are counting on us 
for the new wells they need for clean water, the tools and seeds 
they need to raise crops more efficiently, and the funds they 
need to start a small business. We must come through for all 
who depend on us.  
  So please rush your matched gift to us today. One person can 
help heal a hurting world. And I hope that person is you. 
  Yours faithfully, 
  Robert W. Radtke 
  President, Episcopal Relief & Development 
  P.S. Time is of the essence. The more you donate - doubled, of 
course, by the match - the more people whose lives we will be 
able to touch. But only if you rush your generous gift by No-
vember 30. Please do what you can. Thank you. 
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Carl Sigel 

Coal ash is a toxic mix of substances including heavy metals such as 
arsenic that cause cancer and other neurologic and immune disorders. In 
2008 and 2009, NC electric utilities dumped over 3.8 million tons of coal 
ash into open-air ponds. North Carolina currently has 13 coal ash dis-
posal sites, more than any other state, and 12 of these are currently rated 
as high-hazard by the EPA. All thirteen coal ash ponds are leaking con-
taminants into groundwater. As was recently reported on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 19, in the Observer, Charlotte-Mecklenburg officials have expressed 
concerns over arsenic and zinc entering the main water supply from one 
of Duke Energy's ash ponds. Coal ash is also being reused and recycled 
finding its way into building materials, publicly-used land, and even 
farmland. This is happening in many of the poorest communities in 
North Carolina. The EPA is taking comments on how to regulate coal 
ash. Currently it is not regulated by the EPA, and in North Carolina it is 
poorly monitored and regulated by state agencies. The EPA is consider-
ing regulating it under either Subtitle C or Subtitle D of the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act. Under Subtitle C, coal ash would be 
regulated as a "special waste", like any hazardous material. Under Subti-
tle D, it would be regulated just like household garbage and there would 
be no enforceable rules.  
  If you would like to learn more about the coal ash problem, and find out 
how you can help stop this serious hazard to our health, please visit the 
North Carolina Interfaith Power & Light web page: //www.ncipl.org/
content/contact/. 
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O Lord, grant us the grace to respect and care for 
Your creation. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
O Lord, bless all of your creatures as a sign of Your 
wondrous love. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
O Lord, help us to end the suffering of the poor and 
bring healing to all of your creation. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
O Lord, help us to use our technological inventive-
ness to undo the damage we have done to Your 
creation and to sustain Your gift of nature. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Environmental Stewardship at  
Nativity (ESN) meets at 7 pm on 
Wednesday nights in Estill House. 
Meetings are scheduled for  
November 17, and December 15.  
Everyone is welcome. 
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What folks do, past and/or present church involvement 
We’ll put names to faces and introduce several Nativity parishioners each month. 

This is a work in progress, watch it evolve… 
In this our 25th anniversary year we are spotlighting charter members 

Along with new members and been-here-a-while members. 
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Happy Birthday to all those 
with November birthdays! If 
your birthday is this month, 
but not listed here, our parish 
database is incomplete. Please 
contact Jennie in the parish 
office (846-8338) to correct 
your information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Aidan Special   2 
Frank Sitterly   3 
Phyllis Barnwell   4 
Patrick Smith   4 
Derek Bodford   6 
Gordon Christian Jr.  6 
Ruth Brown   7 
Valerie Bennett   8 
Brianna Brice   8 
Nancy Stoller   8 
David Faucette   9 
Geyer Longenecker, Jr. 9 
Remi Olagoke   10 
Ann Campbell   12 
Stephen Emmons   12 
William Gilmore   12 

Sarah Gordon   12 
Eric Till    12 
Ryan Till   12 
Jeannette Kerr   13 
Gail McNally   13 
Jaden Troester   14 
Nancy Terry   15 
Anna Sitterly   16 
Robbie Schuler   17 
Andrew Mobley   18 
Allison Walter   18 
Kevin Burke   19 
Stephen Hollis   19 
Gary Metz   19 
Keith Nealson   19 
Mil Bronson   21 

Lee Davis   21 
Tom Harkenrider   21 
Jane Oldham   21 
Lynn Murray   23 
Becky Showalter   23 
Lucy Maloney   24 
Doug Tessier   24 
Ben Tim    24 
Michael Whitmeyer 25 
Ben Campbell   26 
Will Jalkut   27 
Charles Duvall   28 
Brian Miller   29 
Anthony Strapp   29 
Duff McAdams   30  

 

 
Our congregation extends its sympathy and prayers to: 

The family of Alison Otstot, especially her husband Bill and daughter Sara Newman 
Jonathan Edwards on the death of his mother Sheila Edwards  

 
May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Prayer Chain: To begin a confidential prayer request, or to have names added to the 
Prayers of the People list for Sunday services, please contact the church office. If you 
have an illness, hospitalization, or death in your family, please contact the church 
office. If you do not receive a response in 24 hours, please call back. If you have an 
emergency, call Mother Sara h) 477-0129, c) 397-2311. 

Caring Connections: If you would like 
to be placed on the Job Postings email 
list, contact Karen ridout, 210-6740, or 
kgr@mindspring.com. Postings are 
sent several times a week.  

!���"���	������������	0�����	
Chuck Till, Senior Warden 

A public-use PC has been installed in the office workroom (formerly the Rector’s office) for the con-
venience of parishioners to check email or to research items on the Internet. Instructions for using the 
PC are posted nearby. Thanks go to Geyer Longenecker for setting this up.  
  Until January, a youth class meets in the office workroom on Sundays between 9:15 and 10.  
  Bringing your laptop to Nativity? There is public WiFi in Estill House. Connect to the access point 
named “belkin54g”; no password is required. Our other WiFi access point “cotn” is not available to the 
public for reasons of data confidentiality. 



 
Address Service Requested 

 
Glad Tidings Deadline 
December 2010 Issue 

Deadline: November 19 at noon 
Mailing date: November 24 

8849 Ray Road 
Raleigh NC  27613 

Phone: 919-846-8338 
Email office: coordinator@NativityOnline.org 
Visit us on the web at: www.nativityonline.org  

 
Glad Tidings Team 
Jennie Herrick 
Emilie Sigel 
Ailsa Tessier 
Brenda Johnston 
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